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The history of the Leuva Patidars begins with the 
arrival of Aryans in India about 1500 BC. It is a story 
as old as Hinduism itself. It is a fascinating journey that 
traverses through many countries with its highs and lows. The 
events and the places we lived in has shaped our character. In 
return, we have impacted the culture and economies of those 
places. Throughout this journey a few things will remain 
unchanged, like our hard working nature, ‘never say die’ attitude, 
insistence for truth, the co-operative nature and a strong sense of 
brotherhood within the community. These very characteristics 
will result in the rise of the Patidar communities in Gujarat, 
Africa, UK and their present success in the USA.

This is an attempt to educate our children of our rich 
heritage that they can be proud of. It is also an effort to teach 
them valuable lessons from our history.

May long they carry the torch of our cultural 
heritage. May long they live in peace and prosperity…



India has the mighty 
Himalayan mountain 
range on the N & E. It 
consist of over 100 
mountains over 23,600 
ft. To the west of 
Himalayas are the 
Karakoram & Hindu 
Kush mountains. In the 
N-E parts of Pakistan 
are located the lush 
plains of Punjab. These 
plains are accessible 
through Khyber pass 
on the Afghan-Pakistan 
border. Most migrants 
to India came through 
this Pass & settled in 
the Punjab region.



The first 
humans 
arrived from 
Africa to India 
about 50,000 
years ago. The 
Dravidians also 
originated in 
Africa & were 
dark skinned. 
They arrived in 
NW India (now  
Pakistan) in @ 
3000 BC.  They 
settled on the 
banks of river 
Sindhu (Indus) 
where their 
culture 
flourished.



The Dravidians established cities that were 
far advanced compared to their 
contemporary cultures. They built multi-
storey buildings using bricks. They had public 
baths, individual houses, toilets, drainage 
and roads. They worshipped Shiva & Shakti 
(Goddess). They cultivated on river banks & 
stored grains in granaries. Their culture was 
quite peaceful. They had domesticated some 
cattle but not the horse. Their script remains 
undeciphered to this date. 



Most historians agree that the Aryans originated 
near the Black & Caspian Seas. The Aryans first 
migrated to the banks of river Amu Darya in the 
Pamir mountains (N of Afghanistan). From there 
they arrived on the banks of river Sindhu in India @ 
1500 BC. Some Aryans also went to Persia (Iran), 
Greece/Rome & China. They rode horses & had 
invented chariots. This enabled their armies to 
move further & quicker. They used the symbol of 
‘Swastika’ in association of well being. 



The Aryans worshipped Sky/Storm god (Indra) & natural elements like 
sun, wind, fire, air etc. They defeated the Dravidians, but assimilated with 
them. The combined culture known as Indus Valley Civilization settled on 
the banks of rivers Indus, Saraswati & in Gujarat. The oldest of the Hindu 
texts like the Vedas, Upanishads etc were written in this period (1500 BC –
500 BC). This is how the ‘Sanatan Dharma’ (Hindu religion) was born. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/6/6a/Lothal_conception.jpg


The Aryans spoke a highly developed language which is referred to as Proto Indo-
European language (PIE). The PIE is the mother of Sanskrut (Sanskrit), Latin & most 
European languages. Sanskrut is the language of most Hindu scriptures. It is also the 
mother to most north-Indian languages including Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi, Punjabi etc.



The concept of ‘Varna’ was brought by the Aryans. Varna is not 
the ‘caste’ but the color that represents a group of people with 
common temperamental characteristics. There are four Varnas. 
Rig-Veda & Gita says a person’s Varna is determined by ‘Karma’ 
(deeds) & not by birth (Caste). As such a person is free to choose 
his Varna; However people with vested interest made it rigid.

Brahmin Kshatriya Vaishya Shudra
If a person possess the 

qualities of purity, love, 

faith & detachment; they 

seek true knowledge & 

have a spiritual 

temperament; then they 

are represented by white 

color & known as 

Brahmins.

If a person possess the 

qualities of action, will, 

aggression; they seek 

honor, power & status, 

have a martial & political 

temperament; then they 

are represented by red 

color & known as 

Kshatriyas.

If a person possess the 

qualities of trade & 

business; they seek 

communication & 

interchange & have a 

commercial temperament; 

then they are represented 

by yellow color & known 

as Vaishyas.

If a person loves nature & 

growing crops or loves 

arts or has an artistic 

temperament; then they 

are represented by black 

color & known as 

Shudras.



The Kshatriya were divided in to three groups; The Rajans, Kshatriyas & Kurmi-
Kshatriyas.  The word Kurmi is derived from Sanskrit words ‘Kuru’ + ‘mi’ & it means ‘I 
can do’. The Kurmis were farmers during peaceful times but fought for their kingdom 
during war. Originally the Aryans were nomads and did not cultivate. The Kurmis 
learnt agriculture from the Dravidians – Their profession for over 3 millenniums.

Rajans
(Kings)

Kshatriyas
(Full time warriors)

Kurmi-Kshatriyas
(Part time warriors/farmers)



The two most prominent 
Kshatriya dynasties in India were 
the Suryavanshi (Sun dynasty) & 
the Chandravanshi (Moon 
dynasty). They have ruled over 
Indian kingdoms throughout 
most of its history. Shri Ram was 
the 67th King of the Suryavanshis, 
while Shri Krishna was the 64th

King of the Chandravanshis.  The 
Leuvas & Kadvas claim to be of 
Suryavanshi & Chandravanshi 
descent respectively.

Rama’s twin sons Lava (Luv) & 
Kush  defeated King Janmejay of 
Vishalavati & established their 
shared kingdom at present day 
Lahore (Leya) & Kasor (Karad) in 
Punjab Pakistan. Leuvas & 
Kadvas originate from Lahore & 
Kasor respectively.



Between 1000-1027 AD, Mahmud of Ghazni attacked India 17 times. 
He looted & destroyed many temples, including Somnath in Gujarat. 
He took over 20 million Dirhams (gold coins) & priceless other wealth 
from Somnath. His successors continued to plunder India. They killed 
tens of thousands of Hindus, forcefully converted many to Islam & 
took their women as slaves. Three generations of the Shahi Kings of 
Punjab died fighting. Many Kurmis fought alongside with them, but 
lost their kingdom & they moved east to protect their families.



Kurmis initially went to banks of rivers Ganga & Yamuna. When King Bhoja (Ist) came to 
power in Malwa (1010 to 1055 AD) they moved to his kingdom. King Bhoja was a 
renowned scholar & a mighty warrior. He chased Mahmud Ghazni, who fled through 
the desert. He built a dam, water wells, temples & established the city of Bhojpur 
(Bhopal). Kurmis were desolate as all the land suitable to cultivate was already taken. 
Kurmis in Jharkhand & Bihar area still speak their ancient language Kurmali.



Solanki King Siddharaj Jaisinh (1093 – 1143 AD) conquered Malwa & invited Kanbis 
(Kurmis) to settle in his kingdom of Anhilwara (N Gujarat). It is said that Ramjibhai 
brought 600 Kanbi families & settled in Adalaj. They were given forest land to develop 
in lieu of tax. They worked hard & prospered quickly. The Kanbis adopted the language 
of the Gujjars (Gujarati). Outside Gujarat, they speak the respective state languages.



Patidars in Madhya Pradesh speak Hindi & 
use the last name ‘Patidar’. In Rajasthan 
they speak Rajasthani & use the last name 
‘Patel’ & ‘Lewa’. In Maharashtra they 
speak Marathi & primarily use the last 
name of ‘Patil’. Maharashtra’s history has 
been dominated by the Patidars. Famous 
Patils include Mrs. Pratibha Patil (current 
President of India) Sandip Patil (cricketer) 
& Smita Patil (actress).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Smita_Patil.jpg
http://www.patidarsamaj.org/index.htm
http://marathilevasamaj.org/history.html


‘Amin’ is a 
Persian word 
meaning faithful. 
In 1703 AD Vir 
Vasandas  
persuaded King 
Bahadur Shah II 
to identify land 
owning Kanbis as 
‘Patidars’. He also 
convinced him to 
allow Patidars to 
collect the land 
tax . Vir Vasandas 
was appointed as 
the first ‘Amin’ to 
collect tax from 
Dhoka, Matar & 
Petlad area. 

Desais were 
appointed by the 
early Gaekwad 
Kings (@1761 -
1850 AD) of 
Baroda to collect 
revenues from a 
particular region 
(Paragna). In 
return they got 
10% commission. 
The Desais are 
found in Gujarat, 
Maharashtra & 
Goa. They were 
mainly appointed 
from the Patidar, 
Brahmin & Bania 
Castes.



The Solanki King gave land equivalent to one village 
to each Patidar family. A headman was appointed in 
each village to keep records (Likh) of the crops on a 
given portion of land (Pat). These headmen became 
known as ‘Pat-likh’ which became shortened to 
‘Patel’ (‘Patil’ in Maharashtra). Over time almost all 
Kanbis started using the last name ‘Patel’.



Some Leuvas moved to Kheda & Anand 
from Adalaj as their population increased. 
As the kings of this region changed; their 
tax rate went up (Chad) or down (Utar) 
giving the area its name ‘Charotar’. They 
established the Amul Milk co-op. They also 
worship Swaminarayan & Thakorji. They 
grow millet, cotton, tobacco etc. Sardar 
Vallabhbhai is their most famous son. 



In 1830s some Leuvas moved to South 
Gujarat from Charotar region. There they 
cleared the forest & establish their villages. 
They grow rice, bananas, sugarcane, 
mangoes etc. They established several 
farming co-ops. The patron goddess of all 
Leuvas is Annapurna Devi. This region has 
never seen a drought in its history. During 
60s & 70s they dominated the diamond 
cutting & polishing industry. Today most of 
them have migrated to USA or UK.



The Kadva (Karadva) 
Patidars originated in the 
Karad (Kasor) region of 
Punjab & migrated & 
evolved alongside the 
Leuvas. Originally they 
intermarried with Leuvas. 
Their patron goddess is 
Umiya Devi. Satpanthi 
Kadvas of Kutch region 
consider Imam Shah to 
be their Guru. Kadvas are 
found all over Gujarat & 
many parts of India. In 
Surat region they are 
divided as Lal-Chuda & 
Kala-Chuda. Their lifestyle 
is quite similar to that of 
the Leuvas.



Around 1840-50 AD, 
some Leuva accepted a 
Muslim Pir Imam Shah 
of Pirana as their Guru. 
They also pushed for 
reforms in the Samaj 
like abolishing dowry, 
educating women etc. 
This caused a rift in the 
Samaj which caused 
them to break off and 
start a Matiya Samaj. 
Soon the Leuvas of S. 
Gujarat introduced 
their own reforms. The 
Matiyas has now 
nearly forgotten the 
Imam Shah.



Saint Kabir was born in a 
Muslim weaver family in 
1398 AD. He became  a 
disciple of Ramanand. He  
believed in ‘Nirgun’ Bhakti & 
opposed the rites performed 
in Hinduism.  Some Leuvas 
accepted his teachings & 
became known as ‘Juda’ 
(different) or ‘Uda’ Bhagats. 
Some of them moved to S. 
Gujarat & assumed the last 
name of ‘Bhaktas’. Some 
Bhaktas migrated to  the 
‘Raj’ area (Bharuch Dist) & 
later migrated abroad.



The British East India Company established it’s first factory in Surat in 1640 AD. They 
turned the Indian rulers against each other and started annexing their states. They 
began ruling India in 1757 AD. The power was transferred to the British crown in 1858 
AD which lasted until India’s independence in 1947 AD. They indulged in exotic hunting 
and vacationing while millions of people died due to their mishandling of famines and 
outbreaks of diseases. They systematically drained the wealth out of India by 
introducing various taxes, but did very little for it’s development.



The Patidars started migrating to the E. African 
colonies of the British Empire in the early 1900s. 
They developed those countries farming & retail 
& became economic power. The British printed 
various stamps & currencies with Indian 
monitory denomination & Gujarati language.



In 1925 Bardoli area suffered from devastating 
flood & famine. The British rulers reacted by 
hiking the land tax by 30%. Pleas for help fell on 
deaf ears. Vallabhbhai Patel led the Patidars in a 
peaceful revolt. No farmer paid the tax despite 
being jailed or their houses & land being seized & 
auctioned. The British finally backed down & 
Vallabhbhai became known as ‘Sardar’ (leader).



In 1930 Gandhiji led a march on foot from 
Amdavad to Dandi near Navsari (a distance of 
241 Miles) to protest the British salt tax. More 
than 80,000 people including Gandhiji & a lot of 
Patidars were jailed. The protests however 
continued with different leaders assuming 
leadership. India was galvanized, the world took 
notice & supported India’s freedom struggle.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7c/Marche_sel.jpg


In 1938 the 51st Indian National 
Congress was held at Haripura, a 
village in Bardoli area. Subhash 
Chandra Bose was elected the 
president. He arrived at Haripura 
in a chariot drawn by 51 bulls. In 
a crowd of more than 500,000 
people (mostly local Patidars), he 
gave the lion call for ‘Swarajya’ 
(Freedom). India’s Freedom was 
now a writing on the wall.



India gained independence in 1947, unable to grow 
enough food to feed its masses (population 350 
million). In the 60s PM Jawaharlal initiated a green 
revolution. The Patidars & other farmers took the 
challenge & despite the population increase (now 1.2 
billion), India has been exporting food since the 70s.



Based on the success of the 
Green Revolution, Jawaharlal 
initiated the ‘White revolution’  
to increase the milk production 
& improve it’s delivery. The 
Patidars responded by forming 
co-operative dairies & improve 
their cattle breed. The Amul (of 
Anand) & Sumul (of Surat) 
dairies will set a worldwide 
example in co-operative dairy 
farming.



In 1971 Idi Amin seized power and became the military dictator of Uganda. His regime 
killed @ 500,000 people. In 1972, he deported more than 80,000 Asians from Uganda, a 
large number of them were Patidars. The businesses & homes of the deportees was 
seized & they were not allowed to take any money or jewelry. They arrived as refugees 
in UK with nothing more than the clothes on their backs. A few also went to India, USA, 
Canada etc. Today a lot of those deportees have settled in the USA & UK.

http://www.hindu.com/2007/04/16/stories/2007041615001400.htm


The Patidars started migrating to UK in the 50s. Later they would be joined by many who 
went there from the African countries as they gained independence. For most, this 
would be their first experience to live in snowy conditions. Due to language barrier 
initially they did labor jobs in various factories. Later they would own small corner shops. 
Current generation in UK work mainly white collar jobs. Many migrated to the USA. 



The US immigration laws were 
relaxed in the 70s. This caused a 
tidal wave of immigration of the 
Patidars from India, UK & the 
African Nations. Many came on 
students visa & acquired legal 
status. They started with small 
independent motels & 
progressed to franchised hotels. 
Some of them bought 
convenience stores, donut 
shops & restaurant franchises. 
Their cooperative spirit will lead 
to creation of AAHOA & AAPI to 
fight against discrimination & 
for their common interests. 
Today they are an affluent & 
educated community.



The Leuva Patidar community is living their 
dream in the USA. Their years of hard work 
& investment in the future generations has 
paid-off. They have formed the LPS at the 
national level as well as many local 
chapters to carry on their rich social 
heritage. Their journey has been long & it 
has traversed through many kingdoms, 
countries & languages. The future 
generations will do well to remember the 
lessons from it’s history.



The Anjana Chaudhries are Jats  

(Chandravanshi Kshatriyas) from 

Punjab & NW India. They live mainly 

in N Gujarat , Rajasthan & Surat area. 

They often use the last name ‘Patel’. 

They have become land owners & 

farmers. They grow cumin, fennel 

seed, pearl millet & wheat. They are 

pioneers in the dairy industry. Their 

family goddess is an incarnation of 

‘Durga’ known as ‘Katyayani’ or 

‘Arbuda’ Devi. Her temple is located 

on Mt. Abu. 



The Kolis are Suryavanshi Kshatriyas & 

once ruled Gujarat. They widely use the 

last name ‘Patel’. They are concentrated 

on the coast of S Gujarat & Maharashtra, 

where they are fishermen or small 

farmers. They are famous for their 

‘Lavni’ style of dance. They constitute 

20% of Gujarati population & are a 

political force. The Government has 

launched various affirmative programs 

to uplift their community. Mumbai is 

named after their goddess ‘Mumba’ 

Devi. They also worship ‘Ram Dev Pir’.



The Gujjars of N Gujarat & Rajasthan:

They are ‘White Huns’ from Georgia (SW of Russia) & came to 

India between 6th & 12th centuries. Their King (Solanki) invited 

the Kanbis to settle in Gujarat. Our language, our state & many 

other places are named after them. They refer to each other as 

‘Patels’. In Gujarat some Gujjars use it as their last name. 

The Shidhra-Rudhra Brahmins of Bharuch area:

These Brahmins are named after ‘Shiddheshwar 

Mahadev’ and came from banks of rivers Ganga 

& Saraswati to settle on the banks of Narmada in 

Bharuch & Ankleshwar area. There they became 

land owners and adopted the last name ‘Patel’.

The Dhodias of Valsad:

They live in the forest bordering Gujarat & Maharashtra. They are 

descendants of the Yadavas (Chandravanshi Kshatriyas). They primarily 

keep cattle, but some have become small farmers. They speak the Dhodia 

language. They perform tiger dance on ‘Vagh-baras’ day.  They use the 

last name ‘Patel’, perhaps for greater social recognition.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_TDn4krzBRv8/SJgeNTY-fPI/AAAAAAAAA5s/Vbz5tTBxPVM/s400/brahmin.jpg


The Parsis of South-Central Gujarat & Mumbai:

They are of ‘Zoroastrian’ faith & came from Iran to Gujarat 

during the 10th century to avoid religious persecution. They are 

peace-loving, westernized, industrious & charitable. They 

adopted Gujarati language & Sari (women). Most Parsis adopted 

Indian last names. A few use the last name ‘Patel’.

The Khojas (Khwajas) of Gujarat & Maharashtra:

They follow the Shia sect of Islam. Those in Gujarat were converted 

from the ‘Lohana’ caste of Hindus during the reign of Ahmedshah 

(1411-1442). They are a community of businessmen & traders & also 

work in the Arabian Gulf countries. Their community gives low interest 

loans to its members. They often use the last name ‘Patel’.

The Bohras (Vohras) of Bharuch & Amdavad:

They converted to Sunni Islam (Ismaili) in the 11th century from the 

Shidhra-Rudhra Brahmins. They are the most organized, educated & 

prosperous of the Muslims in India. They are business savvy & have 

immigrated to South/East Africa, UK & USA. North of river Narmada 

they use the last name ‘Patelia’; to the South they use ‘Patel’.



The Pateliyas of Gujarat & Rajasthan:

They are a sub group of the Bhil tribe. They speak the ‘Malvi’ language 

among themselves & Hindi with others. They practice Hinduism. They 

are a community of small farmers, but often work as labors in stone 

quarries. ‘Pateliya’ means a headman and the word is derived from the 

word ‘Patel’. 

The Patels of Various Christian Faiths:

Different kinds of ‘Patels’ have settled in various foreign 

countries. A few generations have now been raised in a society 

dominated by Christianity. A small number of them have 

converted to various different branches of Christian religion. In 

most cases they have retained their last name ‘Patel’.



Vitthalbhai Patel
Freedom Fighter

Tribhuvandas Patel
Freedom Fighter

Maniben Patel
Freedom Fighter

Hirubhai K Patel
Home Minister

Vallabhbhai Patel was born in 1875 in Nadiad. He is the most 
revered leader of the Leuva Patidars. He led the Bardoli revolution 
& provided great leadership during the Indian freedom movement. 
He was perhaps the most qualified to be India’s first Prime Minister, 
but stepped aside in favor of Nehru. His will be remembered for 
uniting more than 500 kingdoms to form the Indian Union. Post 
independence he served as the Home Minister. He died in 1950.

‘Sardar’ Vallabhbhai Patel  – The Iron Man of India



Amisha Patel Ashmit PatelKaran PatelUpen Patel

Gayatri PatelNikesha PatelSanjeev KumarDev Patel



Timir Patel
Basketball (HBU)

Monali Patel
Cricket (Canada)

Dinesh Patel
Baseball (Pittsburg)

Brijal Patel
Cricket (Kenya)

Samit Patel
Cricket (England)

Parthiv Patel
Cricket (India)

Jeetan Patel
Cricket (New Zealand)

Nova Patel
Tennis (India)



Raj Patel
Author - Fiction

Ishu Patel
Film Animation

C Kumar N Patel
Scientist

Karsanbhai Patel
Industrialist

Ramanbhai Patel
Pharmaceutical

Devang Patel
Singer

Pannalal Patel
Author - Classic

Rocky Patel
Cigar Maker



Alpesh Patel
Author - Finance

Alpesh Patel
Movie Director

Viharidas G Patel
Author/Economist

Dipak Patel
Cricket (New Zealand)

Thakor Patel
Artist (Zimbabwe)

Nilesh Patel
Director/Producer

Ravji Patel
Poet

Dr. Kiran C Patel
Philanthropist



Babubhai J Patel
Chief Minister

Chimanbhai Patel
Chief Minister

J H Patel
CM (Karnataka)

Praful Patel
Aviation Minister

Keshubhai Patel
Chief Minister

Ambalal D Patel
Legislator (Fiji)

Priti Patel
Parliamentarian (UK)

Dipak Patel 
Minister (Zambia)

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/hif/e/ec/ADPatel2.jpg






Before 1500 BC   Aryans reach the banks of river Amu Darya (N of Afghanistan)

@ 1500 BC Aryans arrive on the banks of river Indus (Currently in Pakistan)

@ 1000 - 1027 AD Kurmis Move East to the banks of river Ganga

@ 1010 - 1055 AD Kanbis (Kurmis) move to the kingdom of Raja Bhoj (Malwa)

@ 1093 - 1143 AD Kanbis are invited Anhilwara (Gujarat) by the Solanki King Siddharaj



@ 1093 - 1143 AD Kanbis arrive in Adalaj upon invitation by King Siddharaj

~ Some Leuvas move to Charotar & different parts of Gujarat

@ 1830 AD Some Leuvas move to Surat (S Gujarat) via Champaner



Originally 

there was 

just Surat 

district in S 

Gujarat. It 

was split to 

form the 

Valsad 

district. Both 

were split 

again to 

form Tapi & 

Navsari 

districts 

respectively.







We believe in equality and a harmonious relationship between 
members of different communities. We have made every attempt to authenticate 
the information provided in the preceding presentation. The information was 
compiled  from  numerous credible print publications, reference sources on the 
web and the information provided on various websites of the respective 
communities. Multiple sources have been used to cross-reference wherever 
possible. Since we cannot guarantee the accuracy of those articles, we do not 
claim the details provided in the presentation to be entirely accurate. We request 
you to contact us if you can help us improve any topic.

We have also used numerous Photos & Illustrations found on the 
internet that we believe are in public domain. If you own any of those or have 
any objections to us using it, please kindly contact us. This presentation was 
created with a good intention of making the Patidar children familiar of their 
rich history. The information in this presentation was compiled & its layout was 
designed by Kiran V Patel of Austin Texas, on behalf of the Leuva 
Patidar Samaj of Austin Metroplex Area. It may not be reproduced in 
any form without our written consent. It shall not be used for monitory gains or 
for purposes other then education.




